Good Friday

The Gospel According to Isaiah

Behold My Servant, the Dying Lord

By Pastor Donald Neidigk

Isaiah 53:6-10

Theme verse – “He was ... like a lamb that is led to the slaughter.” Isaiah 53:7 

The Bible tells us Jesus was “like a lamb that is led to the slaughter.” (Isaiah 53:7)    Have you ever been to a slaughterhouse?    Wherever they grow corn, lots of corn, there are slaughterhouses.    I’ve heard they aren’t pleasant places to work.    The pay is good, but the work is grueling, too grueling for most Americans.    Immigrants hold many of the jobs.    If you work in a slaughterhouse, don’t get sick.     And don’t stay home to care for a sick child.    Your place along the conveyor belt can be quickly taken by someone else.  

Slaughterhouses try hard to keep the animals from panicking.   Workers need to keep them moving and unaware of what’s ahead.    You don’t want a ruckus slowing things down.    Sometimes slaughterhouses have a specially trained steer they put in among the animals about to be killed.    He acts relaxed and happy, so the other animals just fall in behind him on the way up the long ramp of death.    They call him the Judas steer.

Jesus was led like a lamb to the slaughter, but no one had to keep him ignorant of what was about to happen.    No one had to keep him calm.    He knew exactly what he was doing and why.    He died willingly as a sacrifice that brings us peace.    How does his sacrifice bring us peace?    In Isaiah 53 we see at least three ways that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross brings us peace.

First, he brings us the peace of healing.    A pastor visited a shut-in member of his congregation.    As usual, before he gave her Holy Communion, they chatted.    Most of what she talked about was her health and doctor visits, and the health and doctor visits of her friends.    The pastor interrupted, “I’m curious.  Why do you talk so much about health and doctor visits?”    The elderly lady replied, “I guess because that’s all I’ve got left to talk about.”
Unfortunately, that’s probably true for many people.    The older we get, the smaller our world becomes until we seem to focus almost entirely on health.  When you don’t feel good, and your health is slipping away, death is always at the back of your mind.    And when that’s the case, there’s plenty of anxiety and not much peace in your heart.    Important things may be happening all around you, things with family and church and friends, but it’s hard to think about them if you don’t have peace in your heart that frees you from worry.    That’s why God sent his Son Jesus.    Jesus’ suffering and death frees us from worry so we can be at peace in our hearts and have a more full and joyful life. 

“With his stripes we are healed,” Isaiah tells us. (Isaiah 53:5)    That word “healed” means we are “saved.”    To be saved means our sins are forgiven and we possess the eternal life Jesus won for us.    Thus, by faith, we know that when we take our last breath we pass from this world into the presence of our Lord, awakening some glad morning with a wonderful strong and healthy body, as perfect as Adam and Eve’s before the fall.    Do you believe that?    If you do, you can let go of all that worry about health.     Leave your life in God’s hands, lay hold of the peace in your heart Jesus has won for you and start smelling the roses again.

Moreover, Jesus brings us the peace of innocence.    Most of us invest considerable effort into presenting ourselves in the best possible light.    We carefully edit our conversations so that whatever mess we find ourselves in, nobody gets the idea it was our fault.    There’s even a new internet service you can subscribe to that will launder your on-line reputation.    They’ll carefully review every reference to you that’s out there and make sure you come across as the upstanding citizen and businessman you are, even if you aren’t.

In politics we’re delighted when a candidate for office, or an incumbent, accidentally says something shocking.    It’s called a “gaff.”    Almost as soon as the remark is out of his mouth his staff goes into high gear putting a positive “spin” on what he said.    One political analyst says,  “A gaff is a rare moment when a candidate actually speaks the truth.”    Everything else he says is artificial, manufactured, designed to convey an image.

But it’s not just our public image were concerned about editing.    We edit our private image.    We’re constantly reinterpreting, reframing, and rationalizing the bad things we say or do so that when we get done with our inner conversation we didn’t actually do or say something bad after all.    It was the other guy.  

Why do we behave this way?    Why do we go through all these gymnastics?  We do it because it’s unacceptable to be a bad person; it’s too painful.    So rather than just admit our sins we paper them over.    But if we hear and believe the Gospel according to Isaiah, we don’t have to do that anymore.  

Listen, really listen to what Isaiah says!    “He was wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities.” (Isaiah 53:5)    “The LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”    “He shall bear their iniquities.” (Isaiah 53:11)   “He bore the sin of many.” (Isaiah 53:12)    Do you know what this means?    It means Jesus took our sins and guilt upon himself.    All our transgressions are nailed to the cross with him and buried with him in the tomb.  We can take off the self-righteous makeup and honestly admit who we are and what we’ve done.    By faith we can be at peace.    As we sing in the old Gospel song, “Glory I’m saved!    My sins are all pardoned; my guilt is all gone!”

Finally, Jesus brings us the peace of God.    The theme for this Good Friday service is “The Gospel According to Isaiah.”    Gospel means different things to different people.    For some, Gospel refers to the first four books of the New Testament.    If that’s you, then you’re probably wondering how an Old Testament book can be called Gospel.    For others, Gospel means something that’s absolutely true.    If someone states what he believes to be a fact, he might say, “That’s Gospel.”    But perhaps the best meaning of Gospel is simply “good news.”
Isaiah 52 and 53 are Gospel because they are full of the good news of God’s forgiveness for his sinful people.     We’ve broken God’s laws.    We’ve behaved immorally.   We’ve let idolatry creep into our lives and push aside our faith.    And often we’ve paid the price in logical consequences.    Maybe we’ve lost jobs because of dishonesty in the workplace.    Maybe we’ve lost a spouse because of unfaithfulness.    Maybe our health is broken because of substance abuse.  Whatever it is, we’ve blown it many times and we’ve suffered for it.  

But outward suffering isn’t the only kind of suffering.    There’s inner guilt.  There’s anxiety as we contemplate the danger our soul is in.    There’s the panicked awareness of knowing we can never make up or pay back or set right what we’ve done wrong.    All those feelings are the very opposite of peace.  

But Isaiah’s Gospel tells us to take heart.    God is no longer angry!    His wrath is spent.    How do we know?    We know because all our sins and guilt were laid on Jesus who died in our place as a lamb led to the slaughter.    By his sacrifice on the cross, God is reconciled to us, and we to God.    The peace treaty is written and signed with the blood of Jesus.    All that’s needed is your signature!    How do you sign?     By faith in Christ.    Just trust him and receive the peace he won for you.

Prayer - The peace of God is ours through faith in our crucified Lord Jesus!  Father in heaven, grant each troubled soul here the peace purchased by your Son with his own blood at the cross.    In Jesus’ name, amen.

